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Borough Market Trader triumph for the traditional Cumberland Sausage

Traditional Cumberland sausages are now the 44th UK food and drink product to have its name protected throughout Europe, joining Whitstable Oysters and Melton Mowbray Pork Pies in winning special status.  The distinctively coiled sausage has been awarded Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) status, meaning that only sausages produced traditionally in line with a registered specification will be eligible to carry the PGI logo, guaranteeing the heritage and authenticity of the product.  

Peter Gott of Sillfield Farm, a longstanding Borough Market trader, has been campaigning on behalf of the Cumberland sausage for over 10 years and is head of the Cumberland Sausage Association, the organisation behind the application.  On hearing news of the official recognition he said; "This is a great milestone for the county and a well deserved place in England’s food history for a truly sensational diverse food product."

Only Cumberland sausages made in Cumbria to specific standards can be called ‘traditional’ in future.  Recipes for traditional Cumberland sausage vary from butcher to butcher but all are sold in a long coil and are highly seasoned, a relic of the region’s prosperity in the 18th Century when it enjoyed a trading relationship with the Americas and Africa.  Rumour has it that the sausage dates back to the 16th Century influx of German miners to the area, but first documentation comes from 1911.

Traditional Cumberland sausages displaying the PGI mark will have been produced, processed and prepared in Cumbria and contain at least 80 percent meat and be at least 20 millimetres thick to achieve the characteristic coarse texture.  
ENDS

Note to Editors

Borough Market has existed at the footings of London Bridge since before the 12th Century. A Trust was established in 1756 with the purpose of securing the Market’s long term future by providing the amenity and resources for the operation of a fresh produce market on the current site.

In 1997 Borough Market (Southwark) became a registered charity regulated under the provisions of the Charities Act 1993.  The Trust is today governed by a Board of Trustees whose public accountability is for the ethical governance of a financially viable and sustainable market. Borough Market is a free standing Charity, and draws no subsidy or grant funding from any Government, Local Authority or public funds.

Borough Market has a worldwide reputation as a centre of excellence for food and drink, offering exceptional British and International produce from over 130 Traders who share the Market’s commitment to seasonality, diversity, sustainability and affordability. Customers – who include local shoppers, chefs, families, restaurateurs and keen cooks – make their purchases confident of both the authenticity and the comparable affordability of the products.
Borough Market’s opening hours are:  
Thursday from 11am-5pm

    





Friday from 12pm-6pm 

    





Saturday from 8am-5pm.

Contact

For further information, images or to reach a spokesperson please visit Borough Market website at www.boroughmarket.org.uk or contact Claire Ford, Communications Manager.

Telephone: 
0207 939 0995

Mobile: 
07818 597 401

Email: 

claire@boroughmarket.org.uk
